Pre-Visit Information for Guided Tours

Introduction:

The International Centre for Birds of Prey is first bird of prey centre established in the UK. It opened to the public in May 1967 as The Falconry Centre. It now holds one of the most important collections of birds of prey with over 70 species on view to the public. It leads the world in the captive breeding field and uses its knowledge in the captive breeding of birds in conservation projects around the world. There are approximately 80 enclosures to walk round and three daily flying demonstrations each with different birds, and during the spring and early summer months young birds are able to be seen.

The Centre is owned and run by Jemima Parry-Jones MBE who has a lifetime of experience with birds of prey and has written seven books on the subject.

The Centre is self financing, with funding from the visitors, special events, outside lecture and demonstrations and courses. Members are very welcome and help to bring a family atmosphere to the Centre

How to find ICBP:

We are 1.5 miles west of Newent. Find Newent on a map; come via the main roads, not through the lanes, either from Gloucester on the B4215, or Ross on Wye from the M50 then the B4221, or the Ledbury Road which is the B4215. Once at Newent follow the Brown Tourist signs to the Centre. If you use your satnav, and are approaching from the town of Newent, you will find that it says you have arrived when you are outside a house!  Continue along the road for about another half mile (600m) and you will see the ICBP sign and carpark on the left. 
Pre-visit information 

Free guided tours of some of the birds are a part of your booking and are suitable for all age groups. Children under 16 years old must be accompanied by a responsible adult. If there are particular aspects, such as habitat, flight, nocturnal birds or other raptor related topics you are studying, please let us know at booking and we can tailor the talk to your requirements.

Visitors need to be aware that some of the footpath can be uneven, and in a couple of places steep and if raining, could be wet; it is recommended that they arrive wearing flat soled, strong footwear, trainers, wellies or walking boots are examples of appropriate footwear, depending  of course on the weather and the time of year. Check the weather forecast for the need for coats as much of the Centre is outside.

On arrival:

There is ample car and coach parking provided. Please watch the group closely while getting out of the vehicle and while crossing the parking area. Walk to the entrance which is at the building on your left as you drive in.

Book in at the entrance and your guide will be with you shortly to take your group around some of the birds. Depending on your time of arrival you may be sent straight down to the flying ground to see the demonstration. If you have any queries or require help with any matter please ask at the entrance or speak to the guide. It is helpful to us to know your timeframe, i.e. what time you need to be ready to leave as we can organise your visit to fit in with those timings if we know them.

You are welcome to bring picnics and these can be left on the coach or in cars and collected later, or bags can be left with shop staff to save carrying bulky or heavy items during your visit. 

During your tour:

Children must remain under adult supervision throughout their visit. Visitors are asked not to run, climb the stand off barriers, throw stones, or scream and shout as it spoils the visit of others and upsets the birds. Under no circumstances must the birds be offered food as the wrong type can kill them. Throwing anything at the birds will result in immediate expulsion from the Centre. 

The guided tour normally takes about half and hour, the flying demonstrations are three times a day, these change for winter and summer flying times, so check up on those on the website. They normally last about 45 minutes and it is raining we do what we can indoors for you.

After your tour:

There are plenty of aviaries to look round, slowly and quietly please, and the education room is available for work. You can also visit the shop or coffee. The shop stocks a wide variety of souvenirs, and gifts as well as some sweets, many of them at pocket money prices. As you will exit the Centre through the shop, you may wish to keep your group in the Hawk Walk and organise the shopping in smaller groups with the majority waiting outside.  

The coffee shop stocks a wide selection of snacks and refreshments and cold drinks, and you can get ice creams in the shop. 

We are sure your group will enjoy their visit. If you require any further information or wish to discuss any aspect of your visit please contact us:

The International Centre for Birds of Prey

Newent

Gloucestershire

GL18 1JJ

Phone 01531 820286/821581

www.icbp.org 

info@icbp.org 

