
 Generic Risk Assessment Form for 5 Day Falconry Course
	Date: 
Jan 2011
	Assessed by: 

Jemima Parry-Jones

	Checked / Validated* by: 
	Location:  
ICBP, Boulsdon Hse, Newent, GL18 1JJ
	Assessment ref no 

	Review date
 Jan 2012

	Task / premises: 5 day course for a maximum of 5 people covering most aspects of the handling, training and flying of hawks and falcons



	Activity 
	Hazard 
	Who might be harmed and how 
	Existing measures to control risk 
	Risk rating 
	Result 

	Car Park
	Traffic entering and leaving site
	Visitor  crossing car park being struck by other traffic
	· Warning notices posted


	Low
	A

	Initial flying of bird
	Student may present glove incorrectly
	Student, by bird landing on arm, head or face
	· Introductory talk

· Clear, emphasised instructions as to correct procedure
· Clear practical demonstration prior to student attempt

· Steady experienced bird 
	Low
	A

	Handling fresh meat
	Possible concern about cross infection
	Student 
	· Explanation as to source and quality of bird food 

· Emphasis on personal hygiene after handling food
	Low
	

	Picking bird up
	Birds may bate
	Student may be struck by wings
	· Procedure follows clear instruction under expert control at all times
	Low
	A

	Handling birds
	Birds may bate towards student
	Student may be struck on face by wing tips causing panic
	· Clear instructions and practical demonstrations of correct handling 
· Bird tied to students glove to increase confidence
	Low
	A

	Flying of birds, 
	Student may present glove incorrectly
	Student, by bird landing on arm, head or face
	· Introductory talk about session and its objectives
· Clear, emphasised instructions as to correct procedure

· Clear practical demonstration prior to student attempt

· Steady experienced birds involved
	Low
	A

	Making equipment
	Sharp scalpel/knife
	Student may cut themselves
	· Introductory talk about equipment making, the properties of leather, warning about sharpness of blades, correct cutting procedure, 1st Aid box available
	Medium
	A

	Hunting bird 
	Killing game in front of student
	Student, upset by what they see
	· Clear guidance given in course literature and on website as to what to expect
	Low
	A

	Walking farmland and woodland during activity
	Unfit student, hills, stiles, bushes and tree branches
	Student on activity
	· Clear guidance as to the strenuous nature of the day in pre-course literature and on website

· Initial briefing prior to leaving ICBP to re-emphasise the nature of the day

· Adequate periods of rest during the day for recuperation and refreshment
	Low
	A

	Handling eagle
	Bird may bate 
	Student, by wings or by arm being wrenched
	· Clear, emphasised instructions as to correct procedure

· Clear practical demonstration prior to student attempt

· Double thickness glove and heavy overlay protecting arm

· Instructor always holding leash and in control of eagle
· Short handling period only
	Low
	A


Notes to accompany General Risk Assessment Form

This form is the one recommended by Health & Safety Services, and used on the University’s risk assessment training courses.  It is strongly suggested that you use it for all new assessments, and when existing assessments are being substantially revised. However, its use is not compulsory. Providing the assessor addresses the same issues; alternative layouts may be used.

(1) Date : This is the date that assessment form is completed.  
(2) Assessed by : This has the name and signature of the assessor.  
(3) Location : This details the  location of the assessment, i.e. building, floor, room or laboratory etc


(4) Assessment ref no : this is to track references used by the Centre


(5) Review date : This the date when the Risk Assessment will be reviewed, usually yearly if risks are known to be stable.  Note that any assessment will be reviewed if there are any significant changes – to the work activity, the vicinity, the people exposed to the risk, etc

(6) Task / premises :this explains and gives a brief summary of the task, e.g. typical activities such as moving round the Centre, having guided tours, watching flying demonstrations, having picnics and so on.
(7) Activity : This column is used to describe each separate activity covered by the assessment
(8) Hazard : This lists the potential hazards.  We look at hazards that are not immediately obvious.  
(9) Who might be harmed and how : Here we insert everyone who might be affected by the activity and specify groups particularly at risk.  These might include those who are not immediately involved in the work, including cleaners, young persons on work experience, maintenance contractors. Vulnerable groups could include children on organised visits, someone who is pregnant, or employees and students with known disabilities or health conditions (this is not a definitive list).  For each group we describe how harm might come about, e.g. an obstruction or wet patch on a path is a hazard that might cause a trip or fall and so on
(10) Existing measures to control the risk : this lists all measures that already mitigate the risk.  Many of these will have been implemented for other reasons, but should nevertheless be recognised as means of controlling risk.  For example, restricting access to areas where the birds are tethered or in aviaries for safety reasons also controls the risk of unauthorised and unskilled access to nervous and valuable birds. Controls might also include use of qualified and/or experienced staff who are competent to carry out certain tasks;  an action plan might include training requirements for other people who will be carrying out those tasks.

(11) Risk Rating : we use the simplest form of risk assessment which is to rate the remaining risk as high, medium or low, depending on how likely the activity is to cause harm and how serious that harm might be.  


The risk is LOW - if it is most unlikely that harm would arise under the controlled conditions listed, and even if exposure occurred, the injury would be relatively slight.


The risk is MEDIUM -  if it is more likely that harm might actually occur and the outcome could be more serious (eg some time off work, or a minor physical injury.


The risk is HIGH - if injury is likely to arise (eg there have been previous incidents, the situation looks like an accident waiting to happen) and that injury might be serious (broken bones, trip to the hospital, loss of consciousness), or even a fatality.

(12) Result : this stage of assessment is often the most important.  Assigning a number or rating to a risk does not mean that the risk is necessarily adequately controlled.  These are the options for this column that we use.

T = trivial risk.  Use for very low risk activities to show that you have correctly identified a hazard, but that in the particular circumstances, the risk is insignificant. 


A = adequately controlled, no further action necessary.   If your control measures lead you to conclude that the risk is low, and that all legislative requirements have been met (and University policies complied with), then insert A in this column.


N = not adequately controlled, actions required. Sometimes, particularly when setting up new procedures or adapting existing processes, the risk assessment might identify that the risk is high or medium when it is capable of being reduced by methods that are reasonably practicable.  In these cases, an action plan is required.  The plan should list the actions necessary, who they are to be carried out by, a date for completing the actions, and a signature box for the assessor to sign off that the action(s) has been satisfactorily completed.  Some action plans will be complex documents; others may be one or two actions that can be completed with a short timescale.


U = unable to decide. Further information required.  Use this designation if the assessor is unable to complete any of the boxes, for any reason.  Sometimes, additional information can be obtained readily (eg from equipment or chemicals suppliers, specialist University advisors) but sometimes detailed and prolonged enquiries might be required.  Eg is someone is moving a research programme from a research establishment overseas where health and safety legislation is very different from that in the UK.  


For T and A results, the assessment is complete. 


For N or U results, more work is required before the assessment can be signed off. 

(14) 
Action Plan. Include details of any actions necessary in order to meet the requirements of the information in Section 11 ‘Existing measures to control the risk’. We identify someone who will be responsible for ensuring the action is taken and the date by which this should be completed. 

